
The Langdon Street 
Historic District: 
A Walking Tour 

A Madison Heritage 
Publication 

The Langdon Street 
Historic District: 
A Walking Tour 

A Madison Heritage 
Publication 

The Langdon Street 
Historic District: 
A Walking Tour 

A Madison Heritage 
Publication 

I 

The Langdon Street 
Historic District: 
A Walking Tour 

A Madison Heritage 
1 Publication 



The Langdon 
Street 

Historic District: 
A Walking Tour 

Written hy Carol Lohry Cartwright 

1'cchnical assi11lance from Kalherine Hankin, 
Archie Nicolette, nnd Judy Jindrich, Ocpnrtmcnt 
of Planning and Developmant, City of Madison. 

This project fw1ded by the City of Madison 
community developmenl block grant program. 

Published by the City of Madison, 
1986 

Cover plauw: llnlle 1111<1 SopltiH SteenHlnr&<I 
hom1e, 150 l,1mg<l<m Street in 1917. M,1 ,wr 

I ntrodnction 

'J'lw Langdon Street historic diiitrict is n rich 
tnpcslry of architcclure and history. Lt began ns 11 

s pnc iou11 res idential nt'ighborhood for some of 
Mudison's most prominent nineteenth century 
familil'11. h l'nwrgf'd in the twentieth century ns 
the university st11dc111 cudnvc it is today. The dis­
trict'!! historic- buildingR r('flcct the many changes 
in thP neighborhood as it grew and devclopetl over 
the last 1 !'iO yN1rs. In 1986, I h(' Lnngdon Street 
hi~L<>rk disLrict was listed in the Nationnl Register 
of Historic Plnecs, n recognition 0£ the contribu· 
1ion this neighborhood makes to Maditmn's hialor· 
i,·al nnfl nrchit.ccturul l'esourccs. 

Histori<'al lla<'kground 

Oetwcl'n 1836 nod IH50, tho Lungdon Street his­
toric dislrict was part of u forested ridge oI land 
north of tho Stole Cnpitol. Tho ridge wu1:1 thought 
lo bo too far away Irom Madison's llcdgling down• 
town to be a pr11ctic11l area for homes, and tho cold 
winds off Luke Me ndota deterred home builders 
in 110 l'ra brfor<' the widespread use of central 
heating. 

M1m1t<>11 lw11.~e in 19.51. Photu by Dr. George 
E. Orsel'I,, Mmli.~on Co11mwnity Center Plto­
togr11pl&ir <:tub .. '-;JISJl'I Jr!Hi(X:J)42018 
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Introduction 

The Langdon Street historic district is a rich 
tapestry of architecture and history. It began as a 
spacious residential neighborhood for some of 
Madison's � most prominent nineteenth century 
families. It emerged in the twentieth century as 
the university student enclave it is today. The dis­
trict's historic buildings reflect the many changes 
in the neighborhood as it grew and developed over 
the last 150 years. In 1986, the Langdon Street 
historic district was listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places, a recognition of the contribu­
tion this neighborhood � makes to Madison's histor­
ical and architectural resources. 

Historical Background 

Between 1836 and 1850, the Langdon Street his­
t orie district was part of a forested ridge of land 
north of the State Capitol. The ridge was thought 
to be too far away from Madison's fledgling down­
town to be a practical area for homes, and the cold 
winds off Lake Mendota deterred home builders 
in an era before the widespread use of central 
heating. 
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Marston house in 1951. Photo by Dr. George 
E. Orsech, Madison Community Center Pho­
tographic Club. SHSW WHifX3)42018 
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In 1H51, Levi Viln11 uml J. T. Mnrslon, n•porl· 
edly Mncli11on's mo11t wenlthy mrn, built th<' rirst 
mansion-sized hom11s in Lhc urea, on opfJmlilc cor· 
ners or Lnnµdon Strrl'l and N. H<•nry Strert. At 
that tinw, the western purt oI Lun/.(don Strt'cl wns 
c·1illed Engrl Strert, nftcr a trrritorinl legiBlntor 
who partidpntcd in tlw 11iting of Lhe 11ll1tt• enpitol 
at Madi!1on. ()Lh<'r prominent families movrd to 
the Luh Mendota rilll-(e uml the urea soon brcnme 
known a11 "Big Bug llill." Langdon Stre<'I, numcd 
for John Lungdon, u Higner or the U.S. Coll8Litu· 
tion, wn11 onr of the most prestigious nddrr11~r11 on 
the hill during thr IHO(h1. 

Vilns /wus<', r. 19:19. l'lioto l,y ll11rold I/one. 
.'WSW Jrllli(JP821J80 

The University of Wisconsin, lo<"atcd wrsl of 
Lnngdon Street, wns nn importnnt factor in the 
growth of the di11trict. During most of tlw ninr­
teenth crntury, muny fnculty mrmbt,rs lived along 
Langdon Street. But it wus the growth oI thr uni­
versity al the turn of till' crntury Lhat significnntly 
(·hanged the Lnngdon Street Area. lletwrt•n IH90 
nnd 1()00, fneuhy numborA lripl<'<l. The stuclcnl 
popuJation, which numbered only 5:l9 in 1887, 
i:,-ew to over 3,000 by 1900. Nearby Langdon 
Street wus a populur address for the new fneulty 
memberH ttl the 11nivt•r11ity, und, since Lhc 1111ivt'r· 
sity only provided one residcrwe hull at thi11 time 
- Chadbourne llnll for women - 11t11drnls 
flocked lo the Lan!(don Street nreo in srurd1 of 
living arrnngemenls. 

The lnrge houses ulo11g Langdon Street w('rc· 
idt•ul ns 11tudrn1 rooming houseR, nnd, m1 mnny of 
tlw promim•nt older fumilics in the di11tricl left, the 
old houiws w1•re convt•rH•d to this 1111c. Thr 11po­
t·io11R bnt'k lots of 1hr old houses were replu1tcd 
into small lots nnd nr,v c·onstruc·lion on Mrnclotn 
Court, Lukduwn Plu<'c. untl Howard Place at Lhc 
turn of thr C'ent ury significanlly incrrused thr <lrn• 
sity of the neighborhood. 

At tlw lllrn of the c·t• rllury, Lungdon Street was 
still homr In many wealthy Mudison fnmilic11. Dut 
ii was also home to university foculty mcmber11 
and 11tuclrnl11 nod murh of the n<'w c·onstruction in 
th<' district ut this time wu11 for s111drnt apartment 
or rooming how,cs, or for frnt<'rnity or Rororily 
houses. TlH' rupidly int'rcn11inl,( density of thr 
11righborhood led Profl'Rsor B. II . Meyer to com­
plnin Lo thr Wi11c·onsin S111t<'_Jg11rnul in 1907 that 
"parts of Lnngdon Strt•C'I ... haul been 1:1poiled" 
and that houst•i. w<'rt' so t·lo11e that onr house often 
rrcf'ived "tllC' drippi11g11 from tht• rnvr~ of another." 

During thr 191011 nnd 192011, frnternitic1:1 and 
11orori1icR t•ngn/.(ed in II building boom which would 
phyRiC"nlly c·hungo I lw nt•ii-:hborhood moro ru<li-
1·nlly than nnything hud brfon'. During this timr 
Grrck nr1ivi1y wns rcm·hing its p.-t,k or JX>pulurity 
ut Wisconsin, und t'nrh Grrck c·hnptrr C'omprtrd 
wilh othcni to be the be11t orguni:i:ntion on enmp11t1 
in uthlt>tic11, 1wl10ol Rpirit. nn<l sorial activitir11. Thr 
group!!, often with 111111i11tancc from alumni mrm­
ht'rs, built t•lnborate ehuptrr hom1r11 drsignrd by 
11omt• or Muclison 's bc·111 urchittw111. The <lc11igns 
w11 rc in tht• popular nn·hilC'C'lurnl Rtylr.s of the• c1ro: 
•·olonial und Gcurgiun rt•vivnl, Mediterrunrun 
n•vival, and 'll,dor rrvivnl; style!l known 1·ollr<·· 
tivt'ly 1111 p11riod rcvivul. Period revival d<'t1ign11 
r1•viv<'d old 11rd1ilC<'l11rnl form11, nnd lhey were 
pnrticulnrly d t'corutivc• nncl im1>rcssivc. Th<'RC 
houses w<'rf' huilt on nny nvailnble vucnnt land in 
thr distrkt, 1111 well as on the site of older houst'A 
tlwy rf'pluc1•cl. lt wns during this rrn thnl wm11 of 
I he• Iine older homc11 i11 the district we're lost. 

The pNiod reviva l 1·haptcr houses nncl the 
rrmnining 11l nt1•ly mnrn1iorn; in tlw distrirl were an 
t•lnb<,ratc baekdrop for Grt\1•k n1·tivi1i1\s during the 
l 920s. A11 if th<'y knew whnt thC' nc•xl twenty yours 
wouJd bri111,(, Lhe frutcrnitirs and sororities 14(!1 n 
hcr tic- pll('<' a11 they cntl11111insticnlly 11upportc•d uni­
vnsity athletic tcanu1, engugc<l in initiation11 and 
othrr trnclitionnl nctivitieA, nnd hrn1to<l both !ornrnl 
11nd informal sm·iul u<·tivitir11. TIil' prcsrnrr of 
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In 1851, Levi Vilas and J. T. Marston, report­
edly Madison's most wealthy � men, built the first 
� mansion-sized homes in the area, on opposite cor­
ners of Langdon Street and N. Henry Street. At 
that time, the western part of Langdon Street was 
called Engel Street, after a territorial legislator 
who participated in the siting of the state capitol 
at Madison. Other prominent families moved to 
the Lake Mendota ridge and the area soon became 
known as "Big Bug Hill." Langdon Street, named 
for John Langdon, a signer of the U. S. Constitu­
tion, was one of the most prestigious addresses on 
the hill during the 1800s. 

Vilas house, c. 1939. Photo by Harold Hone. 
SHSW WHi(W821)80 

The University of Wisconsin, located west of 
Langdon Street, was an important factor in the 
growth of the district. During most of the nine­
teenth century, many faculty members lived along 
Langdon Street. But it was the growth of the uni­
versity at the turn of the century that significantly 
changed the Langdon Street area. Between 1890 
and 1900, faculty numbers tripled. The student 
population, which numbered only 539 in 1887, 
grew to over 3,000 by 1900. Nearby Langdon 
Street was a popular address for the new faculty 
members at the university, and, since the univer­
sity only provided one residence hall at this time 
- Chadbourne Hall  for women - stude nts 
flocked to the Langdon Street area in search of 
living arrangements. 

The large houses along Langdon Street were 
ideal as student rooming houses, and, as many of 
the prominent older families in the district left, the 
old houses were converted to this use. The spa­
cious back lots of the old houses were replatted 
into small lots and new construction on Mendota 
Court, Lakelawn Place, and Howard Place at the 
turn of the cen tury significantly increased the den­
sity of the neighborhood. 

At the turn of the century, Langdon Street was 
still home to � many wealthy Madison families. But 
it was also home to university faculty � members 
and students and much of the new construction in 
the district at this time was for student apartment 
or rooming houses, or for fraternity or sorority 
houses. The rapidly increasing density of the 
neighborhood led Professor B. H. Meyer to com­
plain to the Wisconsin State Journal in 1907 that 
"parts of Langdon Street . . . had been spoiled" 
and that houses were so close that one house often 
received- "the drippings from the eaves of another." 

During the 1910s and 1920s, fraternities and 
sororities engaged in a building boom which would 
physically change the neighborhood more radi­
cally than anything had before. During this time 
Greek activity was reaching its peak of popularity 
at Wisconsin, and each Greek chapter competed 
with others to be the best organization on campus 
in athletics, school spirit, and social activities. The 
groups, often with assistance from alumni � mem­
bers, built elaborate chapter houses designed by 
some of Madison's best architects. The designs 
were in the popular architectural styles of the era: 
colonial and Georgian revival, Mediterranean 
revival, and Tudor revival; styles known collec­
tively as period revival. Period revival designs 
revived old architectural forms, and they were 
particularly decorative and impressive. These 
houses were built on any available vacant land in 
the district, as well as on the site of older houses 
they replaced. It was during this era that some of 
the fine older homes in the district were lost. 

The period revival chapter houses and the 
remaining stately mansions in the district were an 
elaborate backdrop for Greek activities during the 
1920s. As if they knew what the next twenty years 
would bring, the fraternities and sororities set a 
hectic pace as they enthusiastically supported uni­
versity athletic teams, engaged in initiations and 
other traditional activities, and hosted both formal 
and informal social activities. The presence of 
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Greeks along Langdon Stroot led Lo Lhc neighbor· 
hood becoming known as Madison 's " fra ternity 
row. 

., 

K11pp11 Kllppll (;11mm11 lu,w1e, 601 N. lll!liry 
Street in 19:30. This u1111sru1l Dutd, South Af ri­
c,m N>iofli11l ho u11e ums huilt in 1929 for tire 
Univertdty of Wi s ,·t.m sin 's fir.~t sorority, 
founded i,i 1875. Meuer 

The Groat Depression and World War [I inter· 
ruptcd the activities of some G reek chapters. A 
nwnber of groups disbumfod, and some groups 
lost their largo houses lo creditors. T he war ye11rs 
and the postwar era or the older student-veteran 
also slowed Greek activity. But the l 950'a b rought 
a revived interest in G reek student life. 

Between 1950 and 19110, th<' Langdon StrC'Ct his­
toric district physica lly changed again as many of 
the distric:t 's most historic homes were demolished 
for modern apartment buildings a nd rooming 
houses for an ever increasing number of univori;ily 
students . And the expanding w, iversity demol­
ished a large number of historic houses in th<' 
district for the construction of Lowell llall. Some 
Greek chapters rcplac<>d h i11toric homer; with new 
chapter housc1:1 as well. 

'lbday, thA Langdon Street histor ic district is 
still widely known as Madison 's fraternity row. 
And, na a whole, Lhe fraternities and sororities 
that still occupy their older chapter houses have 
maintained them and take pricic in their historic 
buildings. h is somewhat ironic tha t these Ira tern· 
ities and sororities, some of whom were the urbnn 
renewers of the 1920s, arc now among the proser· 
vationists in the neighborhood today. 

1'lw Ludeu llllnl.s huuse u,i Lll11gclon Street in 
1925. 1'1,e ll11nl..s lwww w,u demolished in 
1966. U11iver,'lity of Wi.'lc(m,'lill An ·hives photo­
gr11ph . S/1.'iW Wlli(X 3)286:l6 

Then• arc 119 huildingc; in this district which 
conlr ib111 c lo the ne ighborhood 's his tory 11 nd 
architccltm•. Unfortunntely, ii is not possible in 
this publication to de,wribc every building. The 
structures which a rc described arc those Lhnt might 
ordinurily be mi111:1ccl in u cusuul walk through Lho 
nrea, or thut represen t u partif'11larly intcreRting 
11rchite<"t11 rnl design or work of un urchiLecl, or 
that hnvr nn in1rrr1Hing history. 

The Walking Tour 

T ho wulking Lour iti designed t!O thal you cnn 
crcnl<' your own path through th<' d iRLrict. T he 
buildings arr listed from t'USL to west, but they con 
be vit•wrd in any order 11Ring the map in the ecntrr 
of the bookle t. T he widu sidewalks nnd 1920s style 
lampposts, a long with the view of Lake Mendota, 
the Stale Capitol, and Lhe lJniversily of Wiscon· 
sin, should rnokc nn enjoyable Lonr. For your own 
safety, it is ad vh1able to remnin on public walk­
ways. Al110, plC'ase rc-nwmber that mm,l of the 
b uildings arc private properly, and while many 
resiflcn ls may Pnjoy tnlking with you about thoir 
homcll, pleuBC respect the privacy 0£ residents in 
the- district. 
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Then• arc 119 huildingc; in this district which 
conlr ib111 c lo the ne ighborhood 's his tory 11 nd 
architccltm•. Unfortunntely, ii is not possible in 
this publication to de,wribc every building. The 
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that hnvr nn in1rrr1Hing history. 

The Walking Tour 
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sin, should rnokc nn enjoyable Lonr. For your own 
safety, it is ad vh1able to remnin on public walk­
ways. Al110, plC'ase rc-nwmber that mm,l of the 
b uildings arc private properly, and while many 
resiflcn ls may Pnjoy tnlking with you about thoir 
homcll, pleuBC respect the privacy 0£ residents in 
the- district. 
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buildings. It is somewhat ironic that these fratern­
ities and sororities, some of whom were the urban 
renewers of the 1920s, are now among the preser­
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10 L1mgd<>11 .5treet /9()(), 1925 
Cl111rf<,s, 8ophil,, 11ml lle11ry Morg1111 lumse 
Cl,mde & St11rck, origi,111/ urrltiteNs 

Claude & Stu.rck, Madison 's most noLed Prnirie 
School architoct11, designed the originnl house 
shown in the photo. The steep hipped roof, Oared, 
wide caves, clormt•rR, second story buy1:1, und a 
s t ylized s tar-1:1h11ped seco nd s to ry window are 
imporlnnL c lemcntR of Lhe progrcs!!ivc design of the 
original house, cxec11Lccl shonly before the emer­
gence of tho Pro irio School. l n 1925, the hou1:1e 
wui; expanded to Lhe rcnr and was given a brick 
vcne<'r. In the curly 1970s, the house wns nhlm· 
dorwcl and tho building becarnc II virtual ruin. In 
19H I, just in time Lo suve the slructw·e from Lhe 
wrecking b1tll, developors r<'hnbilit ated lhe build­
ing into upurtmeuts. 

Charles E. Morgun , u pioneer dry goods mer­
chant in Madison, lived in the house between I 900 
und his death in 1904. His son, ullorney Henry 
Morgnn, occupied the house from 1900 until 1920. 
Afler 1921, the house was a sororiLy house, home 
Lo several frnt ernitics, nnd n student housing coop­
erative u11Lil J 972. 

29 l.;111tgclo11 8trPet 1874 
Jolin am[ Olive V11vieH lwu,~e 

The D11vie11 house is one of only a (<'w nine­
teenth century I Laliannte houses left in the district. 
The pnired brackets under the wide roof eaves and 
the tall, narrow windows nre rommon details of 
1he ltuliunutc style. The stucco siding, cluy Lile 
roof, nnd ornnte porches were probably added 
during tho early twentieth century. 

John nnd Olive Davies had the house built for 
them in 1874, six years nfter Onvies came to the 
Univcn1ity of W i1:1consin lo leach nnlurnl hi1:1tory, 
chemistry, nstronomy, and physics. 1n 1878 he was 
n1>pointcd profcsBor of physics and wus un early 
WisronRin faculty member who pursued individ­
unl specialty rescu.rch and leaching. The Davies 
fam ily WEIS tlnc of mnny prominent faculty fomilies 
who lived in the di8trict in the nineteenth and 
ea rly twentieth C<'nturics. 
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10 Langdon Street 1900, 1925 
Charles, Sophia, and Henry Morgan house 
Claude & Starck, original architects 

Claude & Starck, M ad ison's most noted Pra irie 
School a rc h i t ec t s ,  des igned t he or ig ina l  house 
shown in t he photo. The steep h ipped roof, flared , 
wide eaves, dormers, second story bays, and a 
st y l ized s ta r -sh a ped seco nd  s tory  w i ndow a re 
importan t  elemen t s  of the progressive design of the 
original house, execu ted shortly before the emer­
gence of the Pra ir ie School.  I n  1 925, t he house 
was expanded to t he rear and was given a brick 
veneer. I n  t he early 1 970s, t he house was aban­
doned and t he bui ld ing became a virtual ruin .  I n  
1 98 1 ,  just i n  t ime t o  save t he structure from t he 
wrecking ba l l ,  developers rehabi l i tated t he bu i ld­
ing i nto apartments. 

Charles E. Morgan ,  a p ioneer dry goods mer­
chan t  in Madison, l ived in t he house between 1 900 
and his death in 1904. H is son ,  attorney Henry 
M organ,  occupied the house from 1 900 unt i l  1 920. 
A fter 192 1 ,  the house was a sorority house, home 
to several fratern i t ies, and a st uden t housing coop­
erative unt i l  1 972, 

29 Langdon Street 1874 
John and Olive Davies house 

The Davies house is one of only a few n ine­
teenth cent u ry I ta liana te houses left in the d ist rict . 
The pa ired brackets under the wide roof eaves and 
the ta l l ,  narrow windows a re common deta i ls  of 
the I ta l ianate style. The stucco siding, clay t i le 
roof, and ornate porches were probably added 
during the early t wentieth cent u ry. 

John and Olive Davies had t he house buil t  for 
them in 1 874, six years after Davies came to the 
Universi ty of W isconsin to teach natural  h istory, 
chem ist ry, ast ronomy, and physics. I n  1 878 he was 
a ppointed professor of physics and was an earl y  
Wisconsin faculty member who pursued individ­
ual specia l ty research and teaching. The Davies 
fam i l y  was one of many prom inent facul t y  famil ies 
who l ived in the d istrict in the n ineteenth and 
early t wen t ieth centu ries. 
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28 f ,1111{.(clo 11 ,5tre<'I 190,t; 
F'nml,· ""'' M11ry IJrow11 lww1e 

The history of this houi1e illusLraLes the transi­
tion of mnny lnrgc homes in this disLric1 from 
single-famil y rcsiden('cs Lo slUdcnL housing. Frank 
G. Brown wns II busin(•i;~man and finnncier in 
.I 905. U c managed his father 's extensive real estate 
and lending rnnc·erm1 nnd hclp,id found the French 
Dauery Com pany, now R ay-O-Vac, one of M acli­
Aon's moRt succ·c8sful induRtries. In 1920, Fronk 
Drown died, und his wife continued Lo live in the 
horn,c until 1927. In thal yeur, Alpha Phi sorority 
moved in to the houi;e and have orcupied it evrr 
sirll'f', 

This hmrs(' iR un curly vcn1ion uI the colonial 
r<'vival Htyl«>. I ts main feat1u·es arl' an unusunl front 
intcrRrNing gublc rooflin<', o cornice with <lentils, 
and returned eavca. Th<' 1-,rra('ious r ntry porch is 
d<'cora t.cd with row1d column!! with R oman Ionic 
cupita ls and a cornice lopped by 11 bnlusLrude. At 
the rear of I he house i11 n hirgo porch overlooking 
Lhe bnck lot which slopes down lo Lake Mcnclotn. 

Al the fool o r N. Carro ll Slrcet behind this house 
is the site of the old municipul boathouse. Frank 
Lloyd Wright, then nn unknown archilrcl in C hi• 
cugo, designed the boathouse in 189:1. WrighL's 
cle11ign was the winner of a competition sponsored 
by the M adison Improvement Associution. The 
twin-towr rod boot house wns Wright '1-1 first design 
in M ndi11on nod wus, unfor tw1atc ly, torn down in 
1928. 

101# f,11t1(.(<lo11 Sin,,,, 187/J-79 
flo11w11zo 11,ul .'i11n1/, Dww /iu11se 

D11vid Jl. Jo11es, 11rd1ite<'I 

David n. Jones, a Madison architect helwren 
I 872 and 1885, d es igned th is F reuch Second 
Empire house ror Judge Roman7.0 Bunn and his 
f11111ily. AB shown in the photo, the house has lost 
murh of it 1-1 towers, bnt Rtill has the mansard roof 
which is I he lending t:h11racterit1lic of the style. 
Other deta ils include modillions under the wide 
caves of the house u11d II similarly decorated br ick 
bolt courAo running bctwo<'n the rirst and second 
11Lorics. A cl11s~icnlly-appoin ted vcrunda, partia lly 
restored in 19B5, was probnbly a later addi tion to 
lho house. 

Hom11111.o Dunn hull a long and prestig ious law 
curccr in weatern Wisconsin . ln 11177 lw wus 
nppointcd U. S. di t1trict cour t judgf' and came to 
Madison fl t that time. Bunn served the federal 
cow'L until 190:5. B e and his famil y lived in this 
ho use' th roug hout Jucl gc Bunn 's ycurs on the 
bcn('h. 
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1928. 

101# f,11t1(.(<lo11 Sin,,,, 187/J-79 
flo11w11zo 11,ul .'i11n1/, Dww /iu11se 

D11vid Jl. Jo11es, 11rd1ite<'I 

David n. Jones, a Madison architect helwren 
I 872 and 1885, d es igned th is F reuch Second 
Empire house ror Judge Roman7.0 Bunn and his 
f11111ily. AB shown in the photo, the house has lost 
murh of it 1-1 towers, bnt Rtill has the mansard roof 
which is I he lending t:h11racterit1lic of the style. 
Other deta ils include modillions under the wide 
caves of the house u11d II similarly decorated br ick 
bolt courAo running bctwo<'n the rirst and second 
11Lorics. A cl11s~icnlly-appoin ted vcrunda, partia lly 
restored in 19B5, was probnbly a later addi tion to 
lho house. 

Hom11111.o Dunn hull a long and prestig ious law 
curccr in weatern Wisconsin . ln 11177 lw wus 
nppointcd U. S. di t1trict cour t judgf' and came to 
Madison fl t that time. Bunn served the federal 
cow'L until 190:5. B e and his famil y lived in this 
ho use' th roug hout Jucl gc Bunn 's ycurs on the 
bcn('h. 
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Bu11n /iouse i11 1925. Meuer 
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Brown house, front entrance, in 1986 
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Bunn house in 1925, Meuer 
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28 Langdon Street 1905 
Frank and Mary Brown house 

The h istory of th is house i l lust rates t he transi­
t ion of many large homes in  th is district from 
single- fami ly  residences to student housing. Frank 
G. Brown was a businessman and financier in 
1 905 . He � managed h is fa ther's extensive real estate 
and lending concerns and helped found t he French 
Ba t tery Company, now R ay-O-Vac, one of M adi­
son's most successfu l  industries. In 1 920, Frank 
Brown d ied, and his w i fe con t in ued to l ive in the 
house unt i l  1 927. I n  that  year, Alpha Phi  sorori ty  
� moved in to t he h ouse and have occu pied i t  ever 
since.  
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the back lot which slopes down to Lake Mendota. 

At  the foot of N .  Carroll St reet behind th is house 
is the site of the old � mun icipal boathouse. Frank 
Lloyd Wright,  t hen an unknown architect in Chi­
cago, designed the boa thouse in 1893. Wright 's 
design was t he winner of a com petit ion sponsored 
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tw in - towered boat house was Wright 's f irst  design 
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1 928. 

I04 Langdon Street 1878- 79 
Romanzo and Sarah Bun n  house 
David R .  Jones, architect 

David R .  J ones, a Madison architect between 
1 872 a n d  1 885,  des igned t h i s French  Seco n d  
Em pire h ouse for Judge Romanzo Bunn and his 
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Romanzo Bunn  had a long and prest igious law 
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appointed U .  S .  d is trict court j udge and came to 
Mad ison at t hat t ime.  Bunn served the federal 
cour t  un t i l  1 905. He and h is fami ly l ived in t his 
house t h rougho u t  J u dge  B u n n 's years on t h e  
bench , 

9 
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DelM G1m111111 /louse i11 1986 

"' a 
Chi Omega house in 1986 

S ttl1r house, 1914, M l•uer Plwu111rt 1/ouse 
photo. SJJSJP WHi(M491)27 

1()3 L1111!(do11 Street /926 
Deltu (;11mm11 .•wrority lwww 
Fr1mlr llil<'y, 11rd1itect 

Frank Riley, a prol ific nud Lule11Led Madison 
urchilcct, designed thiB sorority house in a version 
of lhe colonial revival slyle, one of the most popu­
lar of the prriod revival styles. The house, built of 
native sundslone, resembles a lurgc Pennsylvfmiu 
farmhouse und is unlike- nny olher colonial revival 
design in the distric-t. 

The Oeha Gamma sorority was founded in 
!HU I . one of the curliest sororities established at 
the University of Wisconsin. 

J 15 Langdon 8treet 192.'i-26 
Clii Omeg11 sorority house 
Fr1ml, Riley, 11rt'hitN•i 

In the Chi Onwga sorority house, Frnnk 11iley 
crcutccl un 1111us11al design in order to g ive 1he 
sorority a unique identity in the dislrict. The La ll, 
elegant 1·ed brick chapter house fcatures decora­
tive D11Ld1 purapt\led gables on end walls und dor­
mers. Other outstanding elemenLg of the design 
include bri,·k corner q11oin1:1, stone trim over win­
dows, doors, und gables, and the two massive 
chimneys on the cast foc:ad<' of the building. 

The Ch i Omega t1orority wus founded in 1902. 
The c-lrnpter built their first hom,P in the tlistrict at 
615 N. Tfonry StreeL. 

121 Lllrtgdo11 Street 
.'ittlir lwu.~e 
Joltn N11der, 11rcltitctt 

1886 

The Sulu· hoW!c wus home lo two gencrutions of 
the Suhr fumil y, one of the mot1L prominent Ger­
mun im111igrirnt fumilies in the city. John J . Suhr 
Sr. came to Madison around 1857. Tio worked in 
the Stulc Dank until 1871 when he founded the 
Grrman-Anwrican B11nk. Suhr incorporated the 
bunk i11 1885. During World War I the family 
c hon ged the bunk's name to the American 
Exchange Bunk. John J. Suhr Jr. directed the 
bank during much of the twentieth century and 
lived in this home unlit his death in 1957. 

Locul urch itec t and engineer John Nader 
deRigncd this house in the Fr<inch Second Empire 
style. The mansard roof i~ Lht> major characteristic 
of this style. The Suhr house also hus elegant 
deh1ils imch 1111 the iron cres1ing on the mtrance 
tower, stone window trim, stninccl glass, und fancy 
woodwork on the bays. 
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Delta Gamma House in 1986 

Chi Omega house in 1986 

Suhr house, 1 9 14, Meuer Ph otoart House 
photo, SHSW WHi(M491)27 

103 Langdon Street 1926 
Delta Gamma sorority house 
Frank Riley, architect 

Frank R i ley, a prol if ic and talented Mad ison 
architec t ,  designed t his sorority house in a version 
of the col onial revival style, one of t he most popu­
lar of t he period reviva l s tyles. The house, bui l t  of 
native sandstone, resembles a large Pennsylvania 
farmhouse and is un l ike any ot her colonial revival 
design in  the d ist rict. 

The Delta Gamma sorority was founded in 
1 88 1 , one of the earl iest sororit ies established at 
the U niversity of Wisconsin. 

1 15 Langdon Street 
Chi Omega sorority house 
Frank Riley, architect 

1925-26 

I n  the Chi  Omega sorority house, Frank R iley 
created an unusual design in order to give the 
sorority a unique ident i ty i n  the d istrict . The ta l l ,  
elegant  red brick chapter house features decora­
t ive Du tch parapeted gables on end wal ls and dor­
mers. Other outstanding elements of the design 
inclu de brick corner quoins, stone t rim over win­
dows, doors, and gab les, and t he two massive 
chimneys on the east facade of the bui lding. 

The Chi Omega sorori ty was founded in 1 902. 
The chapter bui l t  their f irst  house in  the district at 
61 5 N .  Henry Stree t .  

121  Langdon Street 
Suhr house 
John Nuder, architect 

1886 

The Suhr house was home to two generations of 
the Suhr fami ly, one of t he most prominent Ger­
man immigrant fami l ies in the ci ty. John J .  Suhr 
Sr. came to Madison around 1 857. He worked in 
the S ta te Bank unt i l  1 87 1  when he founded the 
German-American Bank .  Suhr i ncorporated the 
bank in 1885. During World War I the family 
c h a n ged t h e  ba n k 's n ame  to  t he A mer i can  
Exchange Bank .  John J .  Suhr J r. d irected t he 
bank during much of t he twen t ieth century and 
l ived in  th is home unt i l  h is death in 1 957. 

Loca l a r c h i tec t  a n d  eng i neer  J o h n  N ader  
designed th is house i n  the French Second Empire 
sty le.  The � mansard roof is the major characteris t ic 
of th is style. The Suhr house also has elegan t  
details such a s  the iron crest ing on t he  entrance 
tower, stone w indow tr im,  stained glass, and fancy 
woodwork on t he bays 

1 1  
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K11pp11 Sigm11 lwwie , i11terior in 1925. Metter 

Wittsluw lwttse, ,.. 1896-1900. SIJSJfl 
WHi(X3J286:18 

/ 2,J, L1111gtlm1 Street 1923-24-
K11pp11 .~ig m11 fr11tc•r11ity hnu.~<' 
Fru11I, Riley, urdtitect 

Tho Kuppo Si1-,'ll111 fraternity hom;c il:! probably 
Frank l{i(t'y'i, b t'8t Grorgion revival ({esign in tht' 
1fo1trict. ltA outstanding dctuils includt• n pedi­
nwntr cl cnl ry pavilion dct'ornLed with n Doric lin­
tel und columrn!, eight-over -eight windows, uml on 
the lnkcfronl. side, n two-t!tory vcrnndn. In this 
design, purticulnrly, Riley illustrated the fine sense 
of proportion Ii(• put into nil hill dcRigns . Th<• orig­
i11al interio r. as shown in the photo, was d assically 
r lrgont. 

Thr Knppa Sigmn frntcrnily wns founded in 
JH9H at Wi8consi11 , and this fine house has been 
the rlrnptrr 's home since it was built. A mnjor fire 
domugcd this ho11Hc in J98a. hul the exterio r was 
q uickly rebuilt Lo Rilry's origimd design. 

J:JJ / ,1mg dm1 .'itr<' <' I 11194, 1925, 194,1 
Jo/111 111ul Agne.~ Winslow lwww 

This fornter Qucc11 Annr slylc house was Lhc 
home lo Stnte Supreme Court justice J ohn D. 
Winslow and hif:1 family until 1920. A New York 
Stule nutivc, Winslow c·umc Lo Ru,·inc, Wisconsin 
in lHS<>. Uc rl'('Civcd his formal education un<l 
legul training in Hacine , and in lml3 he wot1 elected 
j udgr o r thl' fir s1 judic ia l di s tri c t . Ile wus 
appointed 10 Lhe Supremo Court in 189 1. 

Winslow's term on tho stn tc 's highest court coin­
cidf'd with lhe early years of the progressive move• 
m r nl in \Vis ,·on 11in . This cm wu s a tim e of 
governme ntal uncl politi cal reform . Wins low 's 
court wus n progrcs1:1ivc cru instrument of reform. 
lfr is creditrd with hf'lping lny the foundntion £or 
lcgul reform in the stu1e by n<lvocating flexibility 
in the law to meet changing socie tal need!!. Histo­
rians consider Winslow's career on outi;tanding 
one. He helped give the stutc a national reputation 
for improved govcrnment in the twentie th ceulliry. 
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one. He helped give the stutc a national reputation 
for improved govcrnment in the twentie th ceulliry. 
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WHi(X3J286:18 
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Kappa Sigma house, interior in 1925. Meuer 

Win s lo w  h ou se,  c. 1896- 1 900. SHS W 
WHi(X3)28638 
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Kappa Sigma fra tern ity house 
Frank Riley, architect 

1923-24 

The Ka ppa Sigma fraternity house is probably 
Frank R i ley 's best Georgian revival  design in the  
d istrict . I t s o u t stand ing deta i ls include a pedi­
men ted entry pavi l ion decorated wi th  a Doric l in­
te l and colum ns, e igh t-over-eight w indows, and on 
the lakefront side, a two-story veranda .  I n  th is 
design, part icu larly, R i ley i l lustrated t he fine sense 
of proportion he put  in to  a l l  his designs. The orig­
inal  in teri or, as shown in t he photo, was classica lly 
elega n t .  

� 
The Kappa S igma fraterni ty  was founded in 

1 898 a t  W isconsin, and th is f ine house has been 
the cha pter's home since it was bui l t .  A major fire 
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'
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appointed to t he Supreme Court in 1 89 1 .  
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for im proved government in t he twent ieth century. 
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Steensforul house, clet11il of window in 1986 

Chi Psi lww1e in 1917. Meuer 

l6 

150 L111igdort Street 1892, moved<·. 1927 
11111/e 111ul .''fophi11 8tt•P11."limd /,011,,;t> 

Gordon & l'11wwcl,, urchite(:ts 

Before it was moved, Lhe Stccmilaa<l hom;e 
fronted Longclon Street and wus one o! u group of 
Queen Anne houses on 1.hit1 block (sec front coved. 
I ts o riginol tower and sLylish verondu no longer 
grace the house, but the elliptically orchcd window 
with stained glass transom is one of many de tails 
still remainin~. 

Holle Steensland was o Norwegian immibrrunt 
who became one of tho most noted leaders of the 
Scandinavian community in Madison. He came to 
Lhc city in 1855 und operated several businesses. 
But his best known llclivity began in Jll72, when 
hr was oppointrd vi('c-co11nscl in Wisconsin for 
Norw11y nnd Sweden, 11 poRition he hPld until 1905. 
The S tcem,lund hon1c wa11 a showplace, but in 
J 896 the fnmil y moved to u new und similar red 
brick how,P ut :H S N . Curroll Street lnow the 
HNhr l Parish Shonne). 

15010111 Court 1911-12 
Chi Psi fmtemity lwmw 

iota Court was named Ior the chapter or Chi 
Psi fraternity which occupieti this hom;e. The stone 
house was the second chapter house built cspo· 
dally for Cl1i P si. The group built their first house 
in IH92 on Mcndoui Court (demolished in the 
1920s!. Chi Psi also has the distinction of being 
the firfll known frntnnity to establish n drnptcr 
house ut Wisconsi11, which they did around 1~n 
Ill 11 rented house ul 602 N. Frances Street (extant). 

Built of irrngulurly coursed , rough finished locul 
sandstone, the Chi P si house has 1he parupetecl 
gables and grouped casement windows of one var• 
i11tion of the 'Jlaclor revival Rtyle. Viewed from the 
flhores or Lake Mendota, as in Lhe photo, the 
building rises almost castle-like from the steep 
embankment along the lakcshorc. Tho high qual­
ity of stonework ~rreatly enhances the house, and 
its solid appcorunce suits its longtime occupants, 
the Chi Psi fraternit y. 
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Steensland house, detail of window in 1986 

Chi Psi house in 1917. Meuer 

l6  

150 Langdon Street 1892, � moved c. 1927 
Halle and Sophia Steensland house 
Gordon & Paunack, architects 

Before it was � moved, the Steensland house 
fronted Langdon Street and was one of a group of 
Queen Anne houses on th is block (see front cover ) .  
I t s  original tower and sty l ish veranda no longer 
grace the house, but the el l ipt ica l l y  arched window 
wi th s ta ined glass t ransom is one of many details 
s t i ll remaining. 

Hal le Steens land was a Norwegian imm igrant 
who became one of t he most noted leaders of the 
Scandinavian community in Madison. He came to 
the city in 1 855 and opera ted several businesses. 
But  his best known activity began in 1 872 , when 
he was a ppoin ted vi ce-counsel in Wisconsin for 
Norway and Sweden, a position he held unt i l  1 905. 
The Steensland home was a showplace, bu t in  
1 896 t he fami ly  � moved to a new and similar red 
brick house at 3 1 5  N .  Carroll Street ( now the 
Bet hel Parish Shoppe ). 

150 Iota Court 191 1- 12 
Chi Psi fraternity house 

Iota Court was named for the chapter of Chi 
Psi fratern ity which occupies th is house . The stone 
house was t he second chapter house bui l t  espe­
cia l l y  for Chi  Psi. The group bui l t  their first house 
in 1 892 on Mendota Court (demol ished in the 
1 920s ) .  Ch i  Psi a lso has the d istinction of being 
the fi rst known fraternity to estab l ish a chapter 
house at W isconsin ,  wh ich they did around 1 883 
at a rented house at 602 N .  Frances St reet (extant ) .  

Bu i l t  of irregularly coursed, rough fin ished loca l  
sandstone, the Chi Psi house has t he para peted 
gables and grouped casement  windows of one var­
iat ion of the Tudor rev ival s ty le. V iewed from the 
shores of Lake Mendota, as in the photo, the 
bui ld ing rises a l most castle- l i ke from the steep 
embankment a long the lakeshore. The high qua l ­
ity of  stonework great ly enhances the house, and 
its sol id appearance suits its longt ime occupants, 
t he Chi Psi fraternity. 
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Joh111w11 lwmw i11 1919. Mt•twr 

St1111ley /11111/cs bttttl(1tl<>u111 in 19/4. Metter 

18 AlphH Gamm11 o,,lllf house, •. 1925. Meuer 

626 N. lle11ry .';tret't 1902 
D e1111 Jolt1t 1111d Plwelw Jolu1su11 lw1t.~e 
Clu11de & 8wrdr, 11rd1ite<'ls 

Mndiaon's bei11 known Prniric School archilects, 
Claud<' and Star<'k, designed this tau brick house 
for Enginl'cring 11oan John B. Johnson and his 
wife, Phoebe. Dean Jolmsou died io Lhc same year 
1his house wa!! buih, b111 Phoebe Johnson lived 
here 11n1il 1916. 

This <lesign was un importnnl trnnsiLionnl work 
for Claude and Stnrck. lL hus u Queen Anne form 
with classical de111ils, but there is u strong horizon­
tality to the design which i;uggcsts the in£lucncc of 
the Prairie slyle. The modernistic porch posts ure 
dccorulcd wilh Sullivuncsque Lcrrn r;olln panels 
1h01 arc dearly seen in the photo. The porch design 
anJ abstrnt:tcd Palladian type dormer are similar 
lo dctailii 11S<'d by Chi<'ago's progressive Prairie 
style architect, George W. Maher. 

211-219 L11/wl1rnm Plul'e 
Stt111/ey ll1ml,.t1 lu111g11/ows 

19U, 

Tlwse a lmost idl'ntic11I smnll bungulows have 
details which make them both imlividunlly similar 
und different. Note on the historic photo that each 
bungulow oriµinally had n diiforent dormer shape 
anci porch detail, but tha t they art> all one and 
on,•-holf story houses of the same pl11n. 

Stanley Hanks was a locally prominent attorney 
and rl'altor, nnd the son of Lucil'n Hanks. He 
probably constructed these houses ns an invest­
nrnnt, possibly for {acuJty members or other uni­
versity employees. They are 111msual in this area 
of lor1,?c Greek chuptcr houses. 

220 1"111cefotvn Pluee 
Alt>lw G11mm11 Delta sorority house 
B11lrli & Uppert, 11rdiiterts 

1924 

Madison orchilccts Harold Balch and Grover 
Lippert, who practic<'d together during thl' l 920's, 
designed thiR elegant Georgian revival sorority 
house. This design differs from other Georgian 
revival houses 1h01 emphasized classically-deco­
rated projecting enlry pavilions. It is la rger than 
othrr Georgian revivnl designs oncl fouturcs proj­
ecting symmotricnl wings, ii parapet roof clclincd 
by u promine nt cornice, stone corner quo ins, 
arched windows with keystones, and elaborate 
third story fronl facade window hoods. 

Alpha Gummn Deltn hua been o aorority at the 
University of Wisconsin since 1905. 

19 
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Joh111w11 lwmw i11 1919. Mt•twr 
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18 AlphH Gamm11 o,,lllf house, •. 1925. Meuer 
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D e1111 Jolt1t 1111d Plwelw Jolu1su11 lw1t.~e 
Clu11de & 8wrdr, 11rd1ite<'ls 
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19U, 
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on,•-holf story houses of the same pl11n. 

Stanley Hanks was a locally prominent attorney 
and rl'altor, nnd the son of Lucil'n Hanks. He 
probably constructed these houses ns an invest­
nrnnt, possibly for {acuJty members or other uni­
versity employees. They are 111msual in this area 
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1924 
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626 N. Henry Street 
Dean John and Phoebe Johnson house 
Claude & Starck, architects 

1902 

Madison 's best k nown Pra i rie School architects, 
Claude and Starck, designed this tan brick house 
for Engineering Dean J oh n  B. Johnson and his 
w ife , Phoebe. Dean Johnson died in the same year 
t h is house was bui l t ,  bu t Phoebe Johnson l ived 
here un t i l  1 9 1 6 . 

This design was  an i m portan t  t ransitional work 
for C laude and Starck . I t  has a Queen Anne form 
with classical details, but there is a strong horizon­
tal i ty to t he design w hich suggests the inf luence of 
the Prairie s ty le. The modernistic porch posts are 
decorated w i th  S ul l ivanesque terra cotta panels 
t ha t  are clearly seen in t he photo. The porch design 
and abstracted Pal ladian t y pe dormer are s imilar 
to details used by Ch icago's progressive Prairie 
style arch i tect ,  George W. Maher. 
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Stanley Hanks bungalows 

� 
These a lmost iden t ica l  smal l  bunga lows have 

details which � make them bot h  individual ly  s imi lar 
and d i fferent. Note on t he h istoric photo that each 
bunga low origina l ly had a d i fferent dormer shape 
and porch deta i l ,  b u t  t hat they a re a l l  one and 
one-half story houses of the same plan .  

Stan ley H anks was a loca lly prominen t a t torney 
and rea ltor, a nd t he son of Lucien Hanks. He 
probably constructed these houses as an invest­
ment ,  possibly for faculty members or other uni­
versi ty employees. They are unusual in this area 
of large Greek cha pter houses. 

220 Lakelawn Place 
Alpha Gamma Delta sorority house 
Balch & Lippert, architects 

1924 

Madison archi tects H a rold Ba lch and Grover 
Lippert, who practi ced toget her during t he 1 920's, 
designed th is elegant Georgian rev ival sorority 
house . This design d i ffers from other Georgian 
rev iva l houses that  emphasized classica lly -deco­
rated project ing entry pav i l ions. I t  is l arger than 
other Georgian rev ival  designs and features proj­
ecting sym metr ical  wings, a parapet roof defined 
by a prom i ne n t  corn ice , s tone corner q uo i n s, 
arched w indows wi th  keystones, and elaborate 
th ird st ory front facade window hoods. 

A lpha G amma Delta has been a sorori t y  a t  t he 
U niversity of W isconsin since 1 905. 
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Old Kllfl/111 A lflllll 'l'lwt11 /ums f-' in 1925. M,•,wr 

] 11s!row liouse in 1986 

20 

237 L11/1·el111v11 Plu<'e 1924-25 
Old K11p(>a Alplu, Tli<•l1i sorority house 
L11w & Ltnv, archite,·ts 

This old sororily house is u while !:!lucco version 
of the Mcdit.crrancan revival !!Lyle, one of the pop­
ular period revival architcclural !!Lyles. The sym­
mt'lri1·al composilion, arched openings, decorative 
grillwork balconies and Fren ch doors give lhe 
house u delicate nncl graceful nppenrunce. James 
and Edward Law were partners in one of Ma<li­
son 's most proliric al'C·hitocturul firms, und the Law 
brotht•rs, later with Ellis Potter, designed numcr­
ow1 G ret'k chnplt>r honsrs in Lhis dis1riet. This is 
one of Lh<•ir mosl cli~tinctive de.'ligns. 

Knppa Alpha Thelu sorority, founded in 1890, 
occupied this building until 1965. In that your 
they moved to the old Acacia fraternity ho11se al 
I 08 Langdon Street , wlwrt' they nre currently 
localed . 

2,17 /..,1111gr/011 Strc t>t 1891, 1907 
Jo,o;eph 1H1d U11dwl Jnstrow lwu.w! 

TllC'rr is probably no house in th<' dii,trict quitr 
us 11niqu(' us Lhc J ustrow house. The house Wllt! 

huilt in 1891 us II two-sto ry Quet>n AnM str11t'lur('. 
ln 1907 the Jastrows converted Lhe first two stories 
into apnr tmcnts nnd 11dclt'd a third story plus 11t1ic­
for un apnrlme11L for thc111selvcH. The third story 
wns designed in the pruirie style and the interior 
has Cruftimrnn influences. But more intriguing is 
whnt is brhind thr urc·hcd dormer windows proj­
ecting Crom the roof . Justrnw hud un interest in 
North African 1·ult11r!', and in 1hc nlli<' he built a 
dark and romnnlit· Moorish study. It hns a stained 
glnflfl Rkylighl , rurv<'d wa ll panr ls of ivory nnd 
exotic wood s, decora tive wall co veri11 gs , und 
wrour.:ht-iron lighl fix tnrcfl. 

Jos<'ph J astrow rnmc lo the University of Wis­
comiin ns n sc·holor and rcsc•nrcher in the field oI 
psychology, pnrliculnrly cxp,•rimr ntnl psychology. 
Rachel Jastrow was u leudcr in women's causes in 
M adison . Today's loca l H nd ussah ch upte r is 
oumed in her honor. 
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Old Kappa Alpha Theta house in 1925. Meuer 

Jastrow house in 1986 
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237 Lakelawn Place 1924-25 
Old Kappa Alpha Theta sorority house 
Law & La w, architects 

This old sorori ty house is a white stucco version 
of t he Medi terranean revival  style, one of t he pop­
u lar period rev ival arch i tectural sty les. The sym­
met rical composi t ion,  arched openings, decorative 
gril lwork ba lconies and French doors give the 
house a delicate and gracefu l appearance, J a mes 
and Edward Law were partners in one of Madi­
son 's most pro l i fic arch itectural  firms, and t he Law 
brothers, later wi th  El l is Potter, designed numer­
ous Greek chapter houses in this dist rict. This is 
one of their � most d is t i nctive designs. 

Kappa Al pha Theta sorority, founded in 1890, 
occupied th i s  bui lding unt i l  1 965. I n  that year 
t hey moved to the old Acacia fraternity house a t  
1 08 Langdon Street , where t hey are curren t ly 
loca ted .  

237 Langdon Street 1891, 1907 
Joseph and Rachel Jastrow house 

There is probably no house in t he d istrict quite 
as unique as the Jast row house. The house was 
bui l t  in 1 89 1  as a tw o-story Queen Anne structure. 
I n  1 907 the Jastrows converted the f i rst two stories 
into apartments and added a t h i rd story plus a t t ic 
for an apartment for t hemselves. The third story 
was designed in the prai rie style and the in terior 
has Craftsman influences. But more int riguing is 
what is behind t he arched dormer w indows proj­
ect ing fr om  t he roof .  J ast row had an in terest in 
Nort h A frican culture ,  and in the a t t ic he bui l t  a 
dark and r omant ic Moorish study. I t  has a stained 
glass skyl ight, carved wall panels of ivory and 
e x o t i c  w ood s ,  deco ra t i ve wa l l  cover ings ,  a n d  
wrought- iron l igh t fixt ures. 

Joseph J astrow came to t he U n iversi ty of W is­
consin as a scholar and researcher in the field of 
psychol ogy, part icu larly experimenta l  psychology. 
Rachel J astrow was a leader in women's causes in 
M ad iso n .  � Tod a y ' s  loc a l  H a d assa h ch a p ter  i s  
named in her  honor, 
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Simm-Ogilvie ltouse in 1986 

Villll Mllrill i11 1926. M,•uer 

22 Old Deltll G11mmn ltouse in 1919. Mewi r 

2:J4 l,1mgrfon Street 
Slmm-Ogilvit• lwus<• 
l11wid fl . Jo11e.~, urchitv.ct 

187.';.76 

Silting among the r·ooccntp1tion of twentieth 
century cou:1trucLio11 in this part of the district, the 
Slonn-Ogilvir house is an l talianate design from 
the ni1rnteenlh cenLw:y. The square form of the 
main bloc·k iR probably one> of thr moRt common 
detail!! of the style, as is the low-pitched hipped 
roof and the tull, narrow windows decorated with 
sunclstonc lintels. David R. Jones, Madison's most 
prolific architect of the 1870s, designed the house. 

Susan nnd Hobert Ogilvie owned this hou1:1c ,mtil 
1907. Robert O1,rilvie owned a dry goods store . 
Thr housr changed huncls numerouR times until 
1925, when it bccume the Sigmu Kappa sorority 
house. Sigma Kappa occupiod it until the 1950s. 

615 How11rd Pliwe 
Vil/11 M11riu 
Frmth Riley, arclaitect 

1925-26 

Not all b11ilrlings comitructcd ofter 1900 in the 
di1otrict w,iro frat ernity or 1oorority houses. Capitul­
ir.ing on the housing needs o( students, builders 
constructed large and small rooming houses and 
aparuncnt buildings for the non-Greek nUiliaLed 
student. The Villa M aria is a most impressive 
oxo111plc. 

In this design. Mudison architect Frank Riley 
illustrated his ability to create a speciul design for 
a client. The style is Spanish colonial rr vival, a 
rare styli:' in Wis1;onsin, seemingly more at home 
in Florida or Lhe southwest. Yet the mil, stucco 
wallf1, with the irregularly sir.ed and plncecl win­
dows, the iron g rillwork , and s tone arched 
entrance, give this building un atLraclive appear­
ance, even in winter. 

250 L1mgdm1 Street 1906 
Old Dellll G11mm11 .~orority lumse 
J1mies 0 . Gordon, nrchitPN 

This is tilt' rirsl period revival house built for 
Deltu Gamma 11orority (thrir second nncl current 
home is at 10'.3 Langdon S Lrect). Tho oldest sotor• 
ity at the university, n e lta Gamma was founded 
in 1881. Thi11 old house is the best example in the 
district of lhe half-timber version of the 1udor 
revivul 1:1tylc . The details of the house nre typicully 
'n1dor, inc luding a brick £i1·st floor and n pseudo­
hnlf-timbor second s to ry. The sLecply pitched 
gables of the house nrc also prominent clements of 
the style. 
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234 Langdon Street 
Sloan -Ogilvie house 
David R. Jones, architect 

1875-76 

Sitt i ng among t he concen trat ion of twent ieth 
century construction in t h is part of t he d istric t ,  the 
Sloan-Ogi lv ie house is an I ta l ianate design from 
t he n ineteen th  century. The square form of the 
main block is probably one of t he most common 
detai ls of the style, as is the low-pi tched h ipped 
roof and t he ta l l ,  narrow windows decorated with 
sandstone lin tels. David R .  Jones, Madison's � most 
prol ific architect of t he 1 870s, designed t he house. 

Susan and Robert Ogilvie owned th is house unt i l  
1 907. Robert Ogi lvie owned a d ry goods store. 
The house changed hands numerous t imes un t i l  
1 925, when it became t he Sigma Kappa sorority 
house. Sigma Kappa occupied it unti l  the 1 950s. 

6 15 Howard Place 
Villa Maria 
Frank Riley, architect 

1925-26 

Not al l  bui ld ings constructed a fter 1 900 in the 
district  were fra terni ty or sorority houses. Capital­
izing on t he housing needs of students, bu i lders 
constructed large and small  rooming houses and 
apartment bui ldings for t he non-G reek aff i l iated 
student .  The Vi l la Maria is a most impressive 
example. 

I n  this design ,  Madison architect Frank Ri ley 
il lustrated his abi l i ty to creat e  a special design for 
a clien t .  The style is Span ish colonial rev ival ,  a 
rare style in W isconsin ,  seemingly more at home 
in Florida or t he southwest .  Yet t he ta l l ,  stucco 
walls, w i th  t he irregularly sized and p laced win­
dows ,  the i ro n  gr i l l work , a n d s tone  a rched  
entrance, give th is bui lding an at tractive appear­
ance, even in win ter. 

250 Langdon Street 
Old Delta Gamma sorority house 
James O, Gordon, architect 

1906 

This is the first period rev ival house bui l t  for 
Del ta Gamma sorori ty  ( their second and current  
home is a t  103 Langdon Street ) .  The oldest soror­
ity at the universi ty, Del ta  Gamma was founded 
in 1 88 1 . This old house is the best example in the 
d istrict of t he ha l f- timber version of t he 'Tudor 
revival style. The detai ls of t he house are t yp ically 
'Tudor, i nclud ing a brick first floor and a pseudo­
ha l f- t im ber second story .  The  s teep ly  p i tched 
gables of  the house a re also prominent elements of 
the style. 
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Turner house in 1925. Meuer 

Deltn Upsifort lww;e •·· 1920. Meuer 
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629 N. Fnm<·e.-; .':itreel 1893 
M11e 111ul Frederi,·lc )1Jcfow11 niruer house 

This housr was the home ol nulionully promi­
ne nt his torian and scholar Fred erick Ja ckson 
'flu-nor und his family. The siding hides muny of 
the ori&rinal detnils of the house, aR soon in the 
hi11LOric photo, but it wus 'Tu.rner 's home when he 
wns jrnn renc·hing the heights of his brillinnt career. 

A Wiscons in native, 'fi1rner nltendcd the Uni­
versity of Wisconsin m1 u student and studied 1mder 
William Allon, one of the most noted of Wiscon­
sin's nineteenth century scholars. In 1893, coin­
ciding with the ronstruclion dole of this house, 
11uner delivered a landmark address to the Amer­
iean Historical As,mciotion on the significance of 
the frontier in Am eri can hi s tory. His fresh 
approach to historical research and analy11is m; 
shown in this puper crcutcd for him and his uni­
vers ity u nutio nul re pututio n fo r innovati ve 
research in the social sciences. 

'fltrncr was also a member of ar eliLe group of 
foculty who influenced the adminisLrntion nnd 
growth of the universiLy. Several o{ these laculty 
members lived in the N . Frances Street vicinity, 
and were dubbed the " Frances Street Cabal" 
because of their expression of similar interests in 
Lhe growth of the university and because of the 
power they wielded. 'lurner 's is the only house left 
from the cabal, which nlso included the homes of 
Charles Van Ilise and Charles Slicl1ter. 

fi,J.t) N. /t'r,11u·t'."1 Street 1906 
Dcltn Up.-;i/on frnternity ltouse 
Jennings & Krmwnberg, lJrrliiterts 

The three shaped parapet gables at the roofline 
of both the front and rear facades of this house nre 
the most inlt'rcsLing fea ture or thiR handsome 
Tudor revival design . J ennings and Kronenberg 
was II short-lived nrchitectnral team (l 905- I 907) 
and both partners had individually distinguished 
carcerR as well . J .T. W. Jennings was the supervis­
ing urchitccl al th e U nivers ity oI Wiscon s in 
between LB99 and 1905. 

Ferdinand Kronenberg was a prolific architect 
in Madison who designed both resitlences and 
commrrcinl a nd public buildings. 

o,~ltn u r silon was established ut tho un iverRity 
in 1885. The chapter prides itselI in being u "non­
secret" fraternity, with no secret handshakes, cer­
emonies or mottos. Their chapt1!r house here, 
whi<:h they still oc•cupy, was one of the enrlicst 
period revival houses built in the district. 
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629 N. Frances Street 1893 
Mae and Frederick Jackson Tarner house 

This house was the home of na t iona l ly promi­
n e n t  h is tor ian  a n d  scho l a r  F reder ick Jackson 
Turner and h is fam ily. The siding h ides many of 
the original deta i ls of the house, as seen in the 
historic photo, but it was Turner's home when he 
was just reaching t he heights of h is bri l l iant career. 

A W isconsin native, 'Tarner a ttended the Uni­
versity of W isconsin as a student and stud ied under 
Wi l l iam A llen , one of the most noted of W iscon­
sin's n ineteenth century scholars. I n  1893, coin­
ciding wi th the construct ion date of this house, 
Turner del ivered a landmark address to the A mer­
ican H istorical Associat ion on t he signif icance of 
t h e  f ro n t ie r  in A merican h i s t ory.  H is fresh 
approach to h istorical research and analysis as 
shown in this paper created for him and h is uni­
vers i t y  a n a t io n a l  re p u t a t i on for  i n nova t i ve 
research in the social sciences, 

Turner was a lso a member of an e l i te grou p of 
faculty who inf luenced t he admin istrat ion and 
growth of t he un iversi ty. Several of t hese facu l ty 
members l ived in the N .  Frances Street vicin ity, 
and were dubbed the " Frances Street Caba l"  
because of their expression o f  similar interests i n  
t he growt h  of t he university and because of the 
power they wielded . Turner's is t he only house left 
from t he cabal ,  which a lso included t he homes of 
Charles Van Hise and Charles Sl ichter. 

640 N. Frances Street 1906 
Delta Upsilon fraternity house 
Jennings & Kronen berg, architects 

The three shaped parapet gables at the roofl i ne 
of both the front and rear facades of th is house are 
t he most interest ing fea t u re of this handsome 
Tudor revival design . Jenn ings and K ronenberg 
was a short - l ived architect ura l  team ( 1 905- 1 907 ) 
and both partners had individual ly d istinguished 
careers as wel l .  J .T. W. Jenn ings was the supervis­
i ng a rch i te c t  a t  t he  U n ivers i ty  o f  W iscons i n  
between 1 899 and 1 905. 

Ferdinand K ronenberg was a proli fic architect 
in Madison who designed both residences and 
commercial and publ ic bui ld ings. 

Del t a  U psilon was establ ished at the university 
in 1 885. The cha pter prides itse lf  in  being a "non­
secret " fraternity, wi th no secret handshakes, cer­
emon ies or � mott os. Their chapter house here, 
which they st i l l  occupy, was one of t he earl iest 
period rev ival houses bu i l t  in the d istrict. 

25 



26 

Sig11w A LJJIW Epsi/011 house i11 1986 

Old Delta 11,u Delta lww,e, b11y window on 
illl.:e /Mlldl! i11 1986 

B e to Tli e t11 Pi lwuse i11 1925 . S llS Jfl 
JJ71Ii(X.3)120#J 

627 N. L11/w Street 192,'; 
8i~-mu Alpli.11 Epsilon fmternily how;e 
IA1w, (.-,1110, & Potter, 11rrhitect.~ 

616 Mendota Court 1911 
Old Deltu 11111 IJt1LIII fruler11ity 

622 M£•udut11 Court 1925 
Beu, 1'/ielll Jli fruternity lwu.~e 
l,uw & l ,1110, 11rcl1ite ,·ts 

Thiil ill rnctscnpc of fraternity houses iUustrut eB 
the varie ty or twentieth century period revival 
nrchitocturc which 1ixists in this d iRtrict. All build­
ings re r>luced o lder houses on thl' sit<' of Gorham's 
Mill (W53- lll60), n pioncer 1mwmill, nnd lhc Mad ­
ison M nnufn cturing Com pa ny ( IH60- l ll90 ), a n 
agricultural implement fnclor y. 

Ot specinl interest arc the two houses designed 
by I ,ow, La w & Potter. The S igmu Alplrn E psilon 
fraternity house if:! u Lraditiouul colouiul revival 
desig n, while the Bctn Thr 1a Pi frntr rnity house is 
a fin<l M oditcrrancun revival design . Luw & Law 
(la ter Lnw, Lnw t~ Po ll<'rl dC'Rignecl many ho wies 
in this disuicL 11ml 1111 over Madison. They were 
o ne' of M adison 's most prolific a rchitectural firms 
of the early twentieth century. Sigmu Alpha Epsi• 
Ion wuR founded in l<JO:J, und they have occupied 
their lukcfront house ever Hince. Detu The ta Pi 
was a pio n<'e r fratf'rnity, rs1ablish<'d in 18n. 'l'hC'y 
were nl1:10 thr second fra ternity ut the university Lo 
estnbli!1h a c-ha ptcr house, a t 6 14 Langdon Street 
(cxtunt), io 18119. Their c urrent ho use is on the site 
of o p rcvio m1 cha pter house, rlt,mo lishcd for this 
building. 

Delta 11111 D elta wus established in lHlll as a 
tem1wr1111<·<• fr11tcrni1 y; a nd in 1892 they and Chi 
P si wen' thr fi rRL frutr rnities to build ho uses 
expressly for n frnlC'rnity cha pter . In 191 l , this 
lUJUBlial !!lo11c ho use wall built for them , on o r near 

the site or their 1892 houllc. The sto ne house i1:1 un 
unusuul interprcltltion of 1he coloniul revival style. 
lL £eut11rcs a monsnrd roof, a row of p rojecting 
d o rmers, an d c· lassic ul dl'ln il tl. 'l'h C' fratern it y 
<H'cupicd thi11 ho use un til th C' I 95(h1. 
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Sigma Alpha Epsilon house in 1986 

Old Delta Thu Delta house, bay window on 
lake facade in 1986 

Beta Th eta Pi h o use in 1 925. S HSW 
WHi(X3)42048 

627 N. Lake Street 1925 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity house 
Law, Law, & Potter, architects 

616 Mendota Court 191 1 
Old Delta Thu Delta fraternity 

622 Mendota Court 1925 
Beta Theta Pi fraternity house 
Law & Law, arch itects 

This streetscape of fraternity houses i l lustrates 
the variet y of twentieth century period revival 
architecture which ex ists in t h is d istrict .  A l l  build­
ings replaced older h ouses on the site of Gorham's 
Mi l l  ( 1853- 1 860 ), a pioneer sawmil l ,  and the Mad­
ison M a n u factu r ing Com pany  ( 1 860- 1 890 ) ,  a n  
agricu l tural implement factory. 

Of specia l  in terest are the two houses designed 
by Law, Law & P otter. The S igma Alpha Epsilon 
fratern ity house is a tradi t ional colonial revival 
design , while t he Beta Thet a Pi fraterni t y  house is 
a fine Medi terra nean rev ival design. Law & Law 
( later Law, Law & Pot ter )  designed many houses 
in t h is d istrict and a l l  over M adison. They were 
one of Madison 's most prolific arch i tectura l  f i rms 
of t he early twentieth cent u ry. Sigma A lpha Epsi­
lon was founded in 1 903 , and t hey have occupied 
their lakefro n t  house ever since. Beta Theta Pi 
was a pioneer fraternity, est abl ished in 1 873 . They 
were a ls o  the second fra ternity a t  the university to 
establ ish a chapter house, at 6 14 Langdon S treet 
(extant ),  in 1 889 . Their current house is on the site 
of a previous chapter house, demol ished for th is 
bu i ld ing. 

Delta Tau Del t a  was established in 188 1  as a 
temperanc e fra tern i t y ;  and in 1 892 t hey and Chi 
Psi were the f irst fratern i t ies t o  build houses 
expressly for a fraterni ty cha pter. In 1 9 1 1 ,  this 
unusual stone house was bui l t  for t hem,  on or near 
t he site of t heir 1892 house, The stone house is an 
unusual in terpretat ion of the colonial rev ival sty le. 
I t  fea tures a mansard roof, a row of projecting 
dormers, and c l ass i ca l  d e t a i l s .  The f ra tern i t y  
occupied this house un t i l t he 1 950s. 
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Oltl A lp/111 Omit'ro11 Pi house i11 1986 

636 L1m~clm1 8 treet 19211 
Old Alplu, Omi1·ro11 Pi sorority lwuse 
/,aw, l,11w & Potter, 11r1·/,ite1·ts 

This imposing former sorority howie sits like a 
walled French chalean, guarding a main entranco 
to the district. Law, Law, and Poller, a noted 
urchiteclmal firm in M udisou, designed tl1ia bt1i1d• 
ing . Its 0 11Ls la nding d e tails in clude a s teepl y 
pitched hipped roof, tiny hipped roof dormers, 
h11lf•timbered Lower, !:!Lone corne.r q uoim1, and an 
ogce-lll'ched hoodmold over the lower entranc('. 
The unusual design is n good example of Law, 
Law, and Potter's ability Lo design individuully 
internsting buildings for their clienLH. Brfore the 
addition of E llis Poller lo the firm , brothers Jnmes 
and Edward Law design('d both individually and 
with cud1 other. 

Alpha Omicron Pi was founded nt the Uoiver· 
sity of Wi11consin in 19 17. They occupied lhiR 
buildin~ until the l 940's. 

llistorit· photographs t•amc from the Iconography 
Collection ol the Stalf• l litltorical Society of Wis­
consin (noted as snsw with nogalive number 
under rat1h photogrnph l, nnd the Mrucr Photoarl 
House colleotion ut the University oI Wisconsin 
Arehiv<~s (noted us Meuer und er each p ho to• 
gtliph ). All photographs ore ui;ed with permission . 

R11cl~ ciovflr p lum,: Deltu Up .'lilon h ouse, (i-1,Q N. 
F rnttt'f'H Strt•nt ir, 1917. M eu <'r 
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Old Alpha Omicron Pi house in 1986 

636 Langdon Street 1928 
Old Alpha Omicron Pi sorority house 
Law, Law & Potter, architects 

This imposing former sorority house sits l ike a 
wal led French chateau ,  guard ing a � main entrance 
to the d ist rict . Law, Law, and Potter, a noted 
architectural firm in Madison,  designed this ba i ld­
i n g .  I t s  ou t sta nd ing de t a i l s  i n c l ude a s t eep l y  
pitched hipped roof, t iny  h ipped roof dormers, 
half- t imbered tower, stone corner quoins, and an 
ogee-arched hoodmold over the tower entrance. 
The unusual design is a good example  of Law, 
Law, and Potter's abi l i ty to design ind ividua l ly 
interest ing buildings for t heir c l ients .  Before t he 
addition of Ellis Pot ter to the fi rm , brot hers James 
and Edward Law designed both individual ly and 
with each other. 

A lpha Omicron Pi was founded at the Un iver­
sity of W isconsin in 1 9 1 7 . � They occupied t h is 
bui ld ing until t he 1 940's . 

H istoric photographs came from the Iconography 
Collection of the State H istorical Society of Wis­
consin ( noted as SHSW with negat ive number 
under each photograph ) ,  and the Meuer Photoart 
House collect ion at the U niversity of W isconsin 
A rch ives ( n oted as Meuer  under each photo­
graph) .  A l l  photographs are used with permission. 

Back cover photo: Delta Upsilon house, 640 N. 
Frances Street in 191 7, Meuer 


